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seat for the Universities of Glasgow and Aberdeen, but
decided he could not afford the time for the adequate
performance of parliamentary duties, so he declined. In
1871 he regarded war as a relic of barbarism and believed
it would become as extinct as duelling. In 1879 ^e wrote
that "it must not be supposed that those who do not want
to fight are devoid of patriotism." *4 "Rut his Radicalism was
upset by Gladstone's advocacy of Irish, home rule. As an
Ulsterman, he was unable -to appreciate the merit of the
proposed extension of the principle of :sfelf-government and
political freedom. He became an ardpht Liberal Unionist,
and Imperialist, and admirer'-of. Lord Rosebery and Lord
Salisbury. This political evolution was an important factor
in his elevation to the peerage in 1892. Lord Salisbury
was the prime minister of the day, and wrote that he was
sure Thomson would strengthen their party in the House
of Lords. By 1904 he had become converted to the idea of
free trade "all over the British Empire, Colonies, mother-
country, and all; but thinks a small protective tariff against
foreign goods would be beneficial/' He saw no reason
to exempt food imports from taxation, as the costs of
housing and clothes bear more heavily on the poor. "More
than once he expressed the wish to see party government
disappear, and to have a cabinet in which all parties should
be represented,"
One of Thomson's nieces married J. H. Gladstone, who
succeeded Faraday as Fullerian professor of chemistry at
the Royal Institution. Gladstone's daughter Margaret was
a favourite of her grand-uncle during his later years. She
astonished the Thomson family by marrying Ramsay
Macdonald, "a very great surprise to us all and a bit of a
shock, but it in no way broke the warm friendship and the
new-comer was soon admitted to our family circle. . . .
Lord Kelvin remarked on several occasions what a nice
young man Ramsay was and what a pleasant talk they had
had"; so Agnes G. King writes.
The Thomsons were much influenced by family tradition,
largely created by their father, the professor of mathematics,
who had been a remarkable personality. The old professor*£

